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Screen Grabs: Transgender Film Fest comes at a powerful
moment

Plus: Reanimated Underground Short Film Fest packs 36 flicks into seven hours, and
Colombia on Film celebrates 'resistia en transita.'

By DENNIS HARVEY NOVEMBER 11, 2025

Last week’s election triumph for incoming NYC mayor Zohran Mamdani got attention for a lot of
reasons, among them the fact that he's one active politician who remains openly supportive of trans
communities—as opposed to demonizing them for conservative brownie points, or avoiding the
subject whenever possible like most mainstream Dems now. It was a rare piece of good news in that
sphere these days, after years of transpersons being the target of choice for gratuitous, paranoid
attacks by public personalities from the GOP in general to J.K. Rowling.

Which makes this current Transgender Awareness Week a moment more upbeat than embattled
(though of course it's still both) for the return of the San Francisco Transgender Film Festival. At
nearly 30 years old now—having launched as Tranny Fest in 1997—it's the world’s longest-running such
event. The 2025 edition takes place in person Thurs/13 through Sat/15 at the Roxie Theater (KN95
masks are required for attendance, and will be provided for those who arrive without), then Sun/16-
Sun/23 online. The four on-site programs are themed: Opening night brings eight works of Bay Area
origin and/or interest; on Friday there’s a bill of music and animation shorts, followed by another of
documentaries. Saturday’s “Trangeneity” provides a global gamut encompassing contributions from
Wales, Greece, Nigeria and beyond.
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Each show features a great deal of representational, stylistic and genre diversity—even within the
documentary bill, there’s room for something like Syra McCarthy's After What Happened at the Librar
which freely dramatizes an actual incident of Proud Boy types invading a Drag Queen Storytelling Hou
terrorizing performer Kyle Casey Chu, staff, and children alike. There are fanciful mini-narratives such
as Paul X. Sanchez IV's sleepover horror Babyteeth, in which the “monster under the bed” proves all
too real, and Ana Colato and Guadalupe Sanz’s Argentine Buena vida y poca verguenza (Live large no
shame), in which a housesitting gig takes a surprise turn.

Melding elements including poetry recitation, animation, and dance is A New Creation Story, adapted
from co-director Dane Figueroa Edidi's text in The Black Trans Girl Prayer Book. Among other
expressions through music and movement are J Triangular's Taiwanese The Martial Forest, a wushu-
action-cinema-style phantasmagoria of fighting trans invincibility, and Tom Goss & Ryan Cassata'’s
punky music vid i feel like throwing up, a Kill Rock Stars production.

The above-noted are just a fraction of 27 works in this year’s SF Trans Film Fest. Full info on the
program, tickets and more info are available here,



