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Director J. Traingular’s trans kung fu tale "The Martial Forest” is one of the films featured at the Transgender Film Festival.
Photo: Courtesy J. Traingular

The fact that transgender rights are under attack from a hostile federal administration has not silenced
those artistic voices. Now in its 28th year, the San Francisco Transgender Film Festival will return to the
Roxie Theater November 13-15 with four programs that highlight some of the best trans films to be
produced during the past year.

Since 1997, the festival has been offering films made by trans and gender-nonconforming filmmakers.
Over the years the festival has grown, and it continues to do so.

“You can't keep us down," festival director Shawna Virago stated in a news release. “Trans and gender-

nonconforming filmmakers have responded to the climate of hate with unmatched bursts of creativity”

President Donald Trump has signed executive orders since taking back the White House in January to ban
trans women and girls from participating in women's sports in federally-funded schools; reinstated the
ban on transgender people serving in the U.S. military; and declared that the federal government will

recognize only two biological sexes, male and female.



In an interview with the Bay Area Reporter, Virago, a trans woman, addressed why she thinks the festival

has lasted for as long as it has.

“We've lasted, | believe, because of our commitment to embrace under-represented voices and do-it-
yourself aesthetics,” she said. “We believe in our community’s resilience, smarts, and artistic brilliance.”
Highlights of this year’s festival include Daniella Caggiano’s “Strange Power,” a short film and song from a
larger horror musical called "Maxa, the Maddest Woman in the World.” It tells the story of Paula Maxa,
who pays homage to the poor witches of the Middle Ages who were burned at the stake before her. She
recounts her transformation to fame at the Grand Guignol, where her horrifying talents are worshipped

by audiences.

Another featured film is “The Martial Forest,’ director J. Traingular’s trans kung fu tale set in a dystopian
future. In the film, exiled Kung Fu Master Big Sister 13 leads a gang of trans and queer fighters who
reclaim a forgotten zone and transform it into the Martial Forest, a secret training ground where care is as
powerful as combat. Together, they fight to survive rising violence and build a future rooted in chosen

family and trans resistance.

“We look for films that have something to say either visually or through their content,’ Virago said. “It
doesn't matter if the films are low budget or no budget. To us, it's about offering something new and

innovative”
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“I Feel Like Throwing Up" will be screened at the Transgender Film Festival. Photo: Courtesy Tom Goss




As is often the case, it is short films that are being screened at the festival. It's rare that a feature length

film is shown.

“We will screen films of any length but prioritize films that are 20 minutes or less,” Virago said. “This is for
a couple of reasons. We get so many submissions from our communities that we want to screen as many
films as we can, and short films are the only way to do this. Also, there are larger festivals now that screen

LGBTQIA2S+ films and they have the resources to screen longer works.”

Virago is not surprised that the festival has lasted for 28 years. She pointed out that the San Francisco

Transgender Film Festival is the first and longest-running festival of its kind.

“Since we started, resistance has been our middle name,’ she said. “Through our films, we've pushed back
against the stifling confines of the gender binary and also the never-ending wave of anti-trans attacks and
discrimination.”

Virago noted that the vast majority of the festival audience is trans, gender non-conforming, or queer. It

also draws audience members who are curious about alternative ways to make films.

“I hope people understand all the attacks transgender communities have experienced since January,” she
said, referring to the Trump administration. “These are politically fraught times for us, with trans civil
rights and protections being stolen. The San Francisco Transgender Film Festival understands that
gathering in community to watch trans films is a loving act of resistance. This moment demands solidarity
with trans people. But it also demands some reflection about how we got to such a terrifying place.”

San Francisco Transgender Film Festival, November 13-15, Roxie Theater, 3117 16th Street, and free
online viewing November 16-23. Sliding scale for the in-person festival is $0-$50 at the Roxie. All in-
person films will be ASL interpreted. All films in person and online will be captioned for the deaf and
hard of hearing. KN95 masks required and provided. All-gender restrooms, wheelchair accessible.

https://sftff.org/



